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Mulling Options ??? 

                                                By Denise Fry, 

WCTA President 

So, filled out your budget survey questionnaire 
yet?  Maybe I should stop here and just ―listen‖ 
to the lunchroom conversations that this piece of 
paper has generated.  On a related topic I sus-
pect some of you, like me, have read through the 
pages and pages and pages of on-line chatter 
that last week’s Herald-Mail article entitled 
―School officials mull options to shore up deficit‖ has 
added to a slow news week in Hagerstown. If 
you haven’t seen the article and subsequent 
blogging and you have, oh I’d guess 20 to 30 
minutes to enjoy a walk on the wild side, check 
out this link:  http://www.herald-mail.com/?
cmd=displaystory&story_id=233953&format=ht
ml    Make sure you click on the ―view com-
ments or add your own‖ link when you reach 
the end of the article. 

Seriously, while it may seem like I’m making 
light of this topic I want to express the following 
clearly and without equivocation: The number 
one priority of your Association in the coming 
months is to protect jobs, to assure that our sala-
ries are competitive and to insure that our step 
and salary increases are funded.  This may be-
come a challenge for the system and the county 
unless the economy improves faster than ex-
pected but so far we’ve managed to hold steady 
while many school systems across the state and 
country have seen teacher reductions, lay-offs, 
furlough days, pay cuts and hits to benefits.  In 
the September 09  Advocate I mentioned that we, 
as an Association, needed to be vigilant in com-
municating with our elected officials that educa-
tion funding isn’t a luxury item that can be re-
duced.  Your Board of Directors and Building 
Reps need your assistance in communicating 
this message.  Our elected officials live in our 
community.  They shop where we shop.  They 
attend church where we attend church.  They 
are our neighbors.  You know them.  Please 
don’t hesitate to voice this message.  They know 
you are an educated voter and they will listen 
when you speak.   

 

 WCTA Canned 

Food Drive  
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non-perishable food 

to your Building 

Rep.  Next collection 
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For great savings in 

time for your      

Holiday gift giving 

don’t forget to use 

your Access® card 

and also visit NEA           

Member Benefits:  

www.neamb.com 

In response to a formal request from Washing-
ton County Public Schools, and in accordance 
with both the language and spirit of the current 
contract, the WCTA has agreed to open nego-
tiations on salary and up to one additional item 
from each party. 

Moneywise, the focus is on the now tentatively 
scheduled 3% raise for next year.  The Associa-
tion's position was and remains that the 
amount is in the contract and should be hon-
ored, but these are fiscally challenging times 
and apparently that opinion is not unani-
mous.  Our assumption -- and at this point, 
that's it -- is that WCPS wants to look at op-
tions.  When negotiating the present contract, 
both sides agreed that what was then three 
years out was a bit hard to predict, so we pro-
vided either side a provision for a possible look 
at the 3% from a closer perspective later 
on.  That's now.  Had the economy shot up, 
then perhaps we'd be talking about increas-
ing; as it is, we're looking to hold the 3%.  The 
"issue" items, if any, remain to be identified. 

Meetings will probably start in Novem-
ber.  Right now we're in the logistical dance of 
when, where, and how we'll get both sides to 
the same place at the same time.  Look for back-
ground information, perhaps a poll or two, and 
where-we-are updates on the Association web-
site, here in the Advocate, and through your 
Building Representative.  Questions, thoughts, 
and epiphanies are always welcome.  My 
school email is farrjef@wcboe.k12.md.us, or if 
you prefer a non-Groupwise route: there-
bedragons@gmail.com. 

And So We Begin….. 

By Jeff Farr, WCTA  

Negotiations Chair 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 
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American Education Week 

NEA’s 88th annual American Education Week will be celebrated November 15—21.  This year’s theme, ―Great Public 
Schools:  A Basic Right and Responsibility,‖ spotlights the importance of providing every child in America with quality 
public education from kindergarten through college, and the need to do his or her part in making public schools great.  
From national celebrations to local community events, millions of Americans will focus on public education.   Many 
schools will invite parents and community leaders into the classroom for a hands-on experience of what the day is like 
for students.  The Education Support Professionals, substitutes, and those individuals who provide invaluable services 
to our schools will be recognized for their outstanding work.  Together we can make a difference! 

Congratulations!  

Aline Novak, Clear Spring High School, was recently honored 
as the Maryland Association of Science Teachers (MAST) High 
School Science Teacher of the Year.   

Sherry Everitts, Conococheague Elementary, received $1,000 
worth of supplies from OfficeMax® as part of the ñA Day Made 
Betterò national school advocacy campaign.  

Lynn Fornwalt, WCTA Building Rep, Western Heights Middle 
School, one of five state-wide winners of a $250 Visa® gift card 
for recruiting a new member. 

Labor Bill Updates 

Local Association Presidents and MSEA staff had an opportunity to discuss the current proposed legislation to establish 
a Labor Relations Board with House Speaker Busch on September 29, 2009 and with Senate President Miller on October 
29, 2009.   Both meetings were positive and productive exchanges. At this time, we are very optimistic about passage of 
the bill during the 2010 Legislative Session. We still need to voice our support to our local officials.  

School Quality Series 

The MSEA School Quality Series, Session 1, will be held for the Western Region on December 2, 2009 from 5:30 – 7:00pm 
at the Hagerstown Hotel and Conference Center. (Formerly 4Pts) The issue for open discussion will be ―Professional 
Development: Is it working for you?‖ and will be moderated by MSDE Middle School Director Paul Dunford, former 
Frederick County principal. Light refreshments will be served. Those members interested in attending should register on 
line at mseanea.org  Registration deadline is November 17, 2009. 

MSEA Elections 

In MSEA’s 2010 Election, members will elect two MSEA members to the NEA and MSEA Board of Directors, and Dele-
gates to the NEA Representative Assembly next July in New Orleans.  All candidates must complete a Nomination & 
Intent Form indicating the office, and/or delegate position, for which they intend to run. 

To become a candidate:  Follow the election guidelines and submit the required Nomination & Intent and Biography 
forms by Nov. 23, 2009.  Visit the MSEA website http://mstanea.org/m_temp/MSEA_election_2010.php 

WCTA Bus Trip 

To Annapolis/Arundel Mills Mall 

Sat., Dec. 5, 8:00 amð8:00 pm 

Contact your Building Rep for registration form 

$10 reserves your seat but will be refunded when 

you arrive on Saturday! 
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November 16, 2009 

We mourn the loss of our dear friends and colleagues  

~ Jennifer S. Cameron  ~ 

English teacher, Boonsboro Middle School 

October 30, 2009 

 

~ Niki Queen-Rhoderick  ~ 

Kindergarten teacher, Conococheague Elementary School 

November 3, 2009 

 

~ Gerald Tucker ~ 

Husband of  ESP President Janice Tucker 

October 12, 2009 

Boonsboro Middle School 

PTSA—Crazy Horse 

Steakhouse fundraiser.  

Now through Dec. 13th, 

anyone who dines at the 

Crazy Horse, 15% of their 

total bill will go to a fund 

for Jenn Cameron’s son 

Aiden.    

Write “Boonsboro Middle 

School” on the back of your 

receipt. 

Top 10 Web Sites for Students 

How can you trust what you read on 
the Web?  Learning where to go and 
how to appropriately use informa-
tion that is on the Internet can be 
challenging to both parents and stu-
dents.  The following are some of the 
most comprehensive—and reli-
able—educational Web sites a stu-
dent can bookmark and use to re-
search school projects and home-
work assignments. 

MSN Encarta —The free MSN site 
(pooled from Microsoft Encarta) fea-
tures more than 4,500 articles, and 
comes with dictionaries, maps, fast 
facts, interactive quizzes, handy 
homework tools, and more. 

Refdesk —―reference desk‖ has 
served as a one-click springboard to 
many of the web’s top dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, calculators, atlases, 
news headlines and search engines.  
Includes a handy ―homework 
helper‖ to help in all subjects in 
every grade 

HowStuff Works —Ever wanted to 
know why earthquakes happen?  
How CD burners work?  What the 
sun is made of?  Information related 

to computers/electronics, automo-
biles, science, entertainment and 
people, are all answered on this 
award-winning Web site.  Simply 
type a query into the search window 
or peruse topics by category; has 
printable versions of all answers. 

Fact Monster—Features an alma-
nac, atlas, dictionary and encyclope-
dia made especially for kids, as well 
as handy search engine and layout 
designed for easy fact-finding.  Fun 
features include Biographies of the 
Presidents, the Geography Hall of 
Fame and the Tallest Buildings 
Slideshow. 

Download.com —links to literally 
tens of thousands of downloadable 
free or shareware programs.  Visi-
tors search by typing in a keyword 
or perusing the many sections. 

Novelguide.com —The Web’s ver-
sion of the black-and-yellow-striped 
Cliff Notes.  A reliable and free 
source for literary analysis of classis 
and contemporary books.    

Math.com —Provides help in a 
number of mathematics-related sub-

jects, including basic grade-school 
math, calculus, algebra, geometry, 
trigonometry and statistics.  Practice 
exercises are automatically graded.  
Also features a glossary, calculator, 
homework tips, math games, and les-
son plans for teachers. 

FreeTranslation —Perfect for lan-
guage studies; automatically converts 
text from one language to another, 
such as English to Simplified Chinese 
or French to English.   

Science Made Simple —Kids of all 
ages can get detailed answers to many 
of science’s questions, read current 
news articles, get ideas on school pro-
jects, and take advantage of the unit 
conversion tables. 

Shakespeare Online —Read every 
play or poem from the world’s most 
celebrated writer and make some 
sense of his works with free analysis, 
Old English language translations, 
famous quotes. 

 

Adapted from an original piece from 

 Microsoft Home Magazine. 
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Scholarship Fundraisers in Progress 

Cookie Lee® jewelry orders will be accepted now through Nov. 30.  
Contact your Building Reps for a catalogue.  WCTA Scholarship Fund will 

receive 30% of the profit. 

Questions???  Contact Marilyn Young, Scholarship Chair,                 
Boonsboro Middle School (youngmar@wcboe.k12.md.us) or                                  

Jennifer King at 240-675-5366.  

Restaurant-of-the-Month 

Applications for the 2009-2010 Restaurant-of-the-Month have been dis-
tributed.  First drawing will be November 18, 2009.  Cost is only $12 to be 

entered for the monthly drawings for gift certificates from some of the 

areaôs greatest restaurants.  Gift certificates range from $25 to $50.   

All proceeds go the WCTA Scholarship Fund. 

Cooks Corner ñrecipes that you can use ñquick and easy!  

Heavenly Onions  

2 large white onions sliced in rings and cut in half  

1/2 lb. fresh mushrooms (you can use canned)  

1/2 lb. Swiss cheese - shredded  

10 or more pieces French bread - butter both sides  

1 can cream of mushroom soup  

1/2 c. milk  

2 tsp. soy sauce  

Sauté onions and mushrooms in butter or margarine.   Butter a 9x13 pan.   Prepare 

layers: mushrooms and onions; shredded Swiss cheese; French bread; mix soup, 
milk, and soy sauce - pour over all.  Cover and refrigerate overnight.   Bake uncovered 

at 350º for 45 min.  

Submitted by June Ecker,  
Cascade Elementary  

NEA Member BenefitsñDecember Sweepstakes Prizes 

NEA members can register on the NEA Member Benefits Web Site (neamb.com) for a 

chance to win sweepstakes prizes during the month of December 2009  

 

 

See neamb.com for complete rules! 

Entry Period # of Prizes Prize Description 

December 1ð31, 2009 8 $250 Visa Gift Cards 


